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What is the Early College Academy?

• Early College Academy (ECA) is a student-
centered program for highly motivated 11th and 
12th grade high school students to participate in 
engaging and rigorous academic college 
coursework on a community college campus. 

• Students are provided support to meet high 
expectations to complete the required 60 
college credits while earning a high school 
diploma.



What are the benefits of participating 
in the Early College Academy?

• Students earn an Associate of Arts degree with 60 credit hours and their high school 
diploma

• Two years of “FREE” college tuition and textbooks paid, by KCPS District

• Students attend all courses on a college campus during 11th and 12th grade school 
year (early start to college life)

• Free breakfast and lunch

• Students are placed in a cohort of 5 to 6 people 

• MCC College ID serves as a “Bus Pass” to get to and from school

• Free Tutoring and Mentoring (Virtual Zoom Meetings)

• Participation in college fairs/tours (Virtual Tours offered by Colleges)

• Assistance with completing financial aid, college applications and scholarships



What are the HS and College Credit 
requirements?

High School Diploma:
Requires a minimum of 24 credits 
 4 English
 3 Science
 3 Math
 4 History (which includes)

 American History
 World History
 Government
 Economics/Personal 

Finance
 1 Practical Art
 1 Fine Art
 1 PE
 .5 Health

Associate of Arts - 2 Years Credit Block: 
Requires a minimum of 60 Credits 

 1st Semester (Jr. Yr.): 15 – 17 credits
 2nd Semester (Jr. Yr.): 15 – 17 credits

 MCC Summer School: Optional 
(Student is responsible for tuition)

 1st Semester (Sr. Yr.): 15 – 17 credits
 2nd Semester (Sr. Yr.): 15 – 17 credits



What must a 10th grader have to be 
considered for the Early College 

Academy?

• Complete all 9th and 10th courses credit 
requirements (earn 12 – 14 credits)

• A 3.5 or higher GPA

• 80% or higher attendance

• Minimal to no behavioral issues



How does a 10th grader 
apply for the ECA?

During the Winter semester, student much complete the following steps:
 Enroll in Kansas City Public Schools District for the 2021-2022 SY

 Submit two (2) letters of recommendation from a current teacher or 
counselor AND a school administrator or someone of your choice that can 
speak to your preparation and motivation to be successful in a college 
environment.
(Recommendations cannot be written by family members, friends, 
classmates or teammates.)

 Submit current high school transcript with test scores

 Submit the most recent Accuplacer test scores (College Placement Exam)

 Submit two essays (minimum of 500 words) written by student addressing 
specific essay prompt provided by ECA



ECA Application Process



ECA Application Process
Step #1 & #2

Free Study Resources 
(New Generation Accuplacer): 

https://accuplacer.collegeboard.org/educat
or/next-generation

https://accuplacer.collegeboard.org/educator/next-generation


What college placement scores are
needed to be considered for the ECA?

Before you can test, you must apply at MCCKC.edu to be assigned 
a MCC ID#. (Email will be sent from MCC with this information).

Take the College Placement Test (FREE) in reading, writing and 
math at MCC Testing Center:

• Must score in reading, 248 or higher (Reading 100 or Not required)

• Must score in writing, 246 or higher (Eng. 101)

• Must score in math, 241 or higher (Math 85/95; Math 115 or higher)

or

• an ACT score of 21 or higher in each area of the ACT



How to apply to MCC and take 
the College Placement Exam?



Where can I take the College 
Placement Exam (Accuplacer)?

Testing Centers: Call 816.604.1000 to schedule an appointment

MCC - Penn Valley Testing Center 
3201 SW Trafficway, Kansas City, MO 64111 
Testing hours: Mon., Thurs, and Fri.(8:30 - 2:30 pm) 
Tues. & Wed. (8:30 – 5:00 pm) 

OR 

MCC – Business and Technology Testing Center 
1775 N. Universal Ave, Kansas City, MO 64120 
Saturdays, 9:00 am to 3:00 pm. 



How to prepare for the College 
Placement Exam (Accuplacer) 

at MCC?



ECA Application Process
Step #3 & Step #4



ECA Application Process – Step #5



Important 
Dates to 
Remember

What to do when . . .

All documentation must be 
submitted all at once to the 
KCPS Early College Academy Office

Humanities Bldg. 008A
816.604.4059 (Office)

OR
Scan and email to 

lcalhoun@kcpublicschools.org and
ppearson1@kcpublicschools.org.

What to do when to apply for 
the 2021-2022 school year:

• December 14, 2020– Apply 
to KCPS District

• January 11, 2021 – Early 
College Academy 
Application submissions 
open

• April 2, 2021– Deadline for 
final submission 

• May 2021 - Notification of 
acceptance into the program



Additional Questions

Call the KCPS Early College Academy Office at 
816.604.4059
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